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July 22, 2004 
 
 
TO: Transportation Authority of Marin Commissioners 
 
RE: Caltrans 2003 Annual HOV Lane Report – Agenda Item 3b 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
Background 
 
Caltrans District 4 recently issued its annual HOV Report for the San Francisco Bay 
Area.  The report contains important information covering both High Occupancy 
Vehicle (HOV) and mixed-flow lanes on the San Francisco Bay Area freeway 
system.  Morning and afternoon peak-hour traffic performance data for the calendar 
year 2003 for the two segments of Highway 101 with HOV lanes are provided.  The 
two segments of Highway 101 where data collection occurred are:  (1) Highway 37 
to North San Pedro Road, and (2) the Greenbrae Interchange to Richardson Bay 
Bridge.  Data collection for this report occurs twice annually – once in the Spring and 
once in the Fall – when normal commute traffic patterns and conditions generally 
occur. 
 
Excerpts from the HOV Report pertaining to Marin County are summarized below 
and attached to this staff report for reference.  The entire report can be found at: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/documents/hovleport2003.pdf. 
 
Summary of HOV Report Traffic Performance Data for Marin County 
 
Overall, while HOV lanes may be less congested and carry less vehicles during 
peak hours, the collected data clearly demonstrate that HOV lanes successfully 
operate and improve mobility in Marin by providing higher vehicle occupancy rates, 
shorter travel times, and faster speeds than mixed-flow lanes, as follows: 
 

◊ An HOV lane carries substantially more people than a congested mixed-flow 
lane.  Marin HOV lanes carry an average of 2,698 people per hour during 
peak hours.  A typical mixed-flow lane along an HOV lane in Marin carries an 
average of only 2,181 people per hour, or 19% less than the HOV lane. 

 
◊ When compared to vehicles traveling on mixed-flow lanes, vehicles on HOV 

lanes in Marin saved an average of 12 minutes on their southbound morning 
commute and 5 minutes on their northbound afternoon commute, over the 
length of the HOV corridors. 

 
◊ Average vehicle speeds on Marin HOV lanes were 46 miles per hour (mph) 

during the southbound morning commute and 54 mph during the northbound 
afternoon commute, while average speeds on Marin mixed-flow lanes were 
30 mph during the southbound morning commute and 43 mph during the 
northbound afternoon commute. 

 
 

f:/CMA/Staff Reports/ Caltrans 2003 Annual HOV Lane Report.doc 

Improving mobility and reducing local congestion for everyone who lives and works in Marin County 
by providing a variety of high quality transportation options designed to meet local needs. 

 

c/o Marin County Department of Public Works, P.O. Box 4186, San Rafael, CA 94913 
Phone: 415/499-6570 – Fax: 415/499-3799 – www.marintraffic.org 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/documents/hovleport2003.pdf


TAM Staff Report, Item 3b 
July 22, 2004 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
It is likely that these numbers will improve even more when the HOV Gap Closure 
project is completed and continuous HOV lanes are provided from Highway 37 to the 
Richardson Bay Bridge. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Dean R. Powell, AICP 
Principal Transportation Planner 
 
Attachment: 
 

1. Peak-hour Volume Comparison Charts – HOV Lanes vs. Mixed-Flow Lanes for 
Highway 101, Marin County 

2. Excerpts from the 2003 Caltrans District 4 HOV Report Pertaining to Highway 
101, Marin County 

 

 



 

Peak-Hour Volume Comparisons – HOV Lanes vs. Mixed-Flow Lanes 
Highway 101, Marin County of Marin 
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